
 

RIDDLESTON, WILFRED WALTER 

 

Nationality: United Kingdom 

Rank: Musician     Royal Marine Band H.M.S. Dunedin 

Service No: RMB/X 667    Age: 22 

Date of Death: 24/11/1941 

 Son of Walter Charles and Lilly Riddleston, of Hyde, Cheshire. Pre-war the family lived in Rowhedge & his 3 

year old sister, Barbara, who died in May 1924 is buried in Saint Lawrence's churchyard at Rowhedge. He was 

awarded the 1939-45 Star , the  Atlantic Star  & the  1939-45 War Medal.  

    

The Atlantic Star was awarded in the Royal Navy for six months' service afloat between 3rd. September 1939 

and 8 May 1945 in the Atlantic or Home Waters, and to personnel employed in the convoys to North Russia and 

the South Atlantic.  



HMS DUNEDIN (Nov.24, 1941) 

British cruiser of 4,850 tons 

commanded by Captain R.S. 

Lovat, was sunk by a torpedo 

from the German submarine U-

124 (Kapt.Lt. Johann Mohr) in the 

South Atlantic  while on lone 

patrol between Pernambuco and 

St Paul's rocks.. In August 1939 

the ship was with the 12th Cruiser 

Squadron in the Home Fleet and, 

in September, with the llth Cruiser 

Squadron in the Orkneys and 

Shetlands Command. She spent 

the remainder of the year on the 

Northern Patrol, then went to the 

America and West Indies Station 

in 1940. This ship was another of 

the class to obtain a good score against enemy merchantmen in distant waters, both Hannover and Heidelberg 

falling victim to her in the Windward Passage in March 1940. She blockaded Vichy Martinique in June/July 

1940. In December she formed part of the escort for convoy WS5a at the time of the attack by Admiral Hipper, 

but did not get into action. In 1941 she served in the South Atlantic. On 15 June 1941 she captured the German 

Lothringen in the central Atlantic, in the wake of the Bismarck operation. This was followed, on 22 June, by the 

Vichy French Ville de Rouen off Natal, and then on 30 June she captured the Ville de Tamative east of the St 

Paul's rocks.    The German radio announced that HMS "Dragon " had been sunk, mistaking the name. It was 

not until four officers and 63 ratings had been picked up from lifeboats by the US merchant ship Nishmaha on 

the 27th. that the British Admiralty announced the sinking of the Dunedin. The tragedy took the lives of 26 

officers including the captain, and 392 ratings. The U-124 was later sunk by depth charges from HMS Stonecorp 

and HMS Black Swan on April 2, 1943, off Opporto, Portugal. Her entire crew of 53 died. 

S E C R E T      Sir,  I have the honour to render a report on the loss of H.M.S. DUNEDIN and subsequent 

rescue of the survivors. 

On 24th November DUNEDIN was proceeding at 15 knots speed of advance, course 287 deg, carrying out a 

search under the orders of C. in C. S.A. for a suspected enemy supply ship in the area 0deg-5deg N, 25deg-

30deg W. Weather was fine, wind southerly, force 3, sea silent, moderate southerly swell, visibility excellent. 

At about 1250 G.M.T. the loft lookout, A.B. Moore who survived, reported a ship. Course was altered to 

230deg, the bearing on which the ship was sighted, and speed increased to 18 knots, speed of advance 16 ½ 

knots, 25deg continuous swing zig-zag. Moore then reported that the object sighted was apparently the single 

mast of a ship, and that he had lost sight of it and was unable to pick it up again. The conclusion was drawn that 

the object sighted had been either a submarine which had since submerged, or a surface craft which had 

observed DUNEDIN’s approach and had turned away at a greater speed than hers. DUNEDIN’s speed was not 

further increased, on account of the need for saving oil fuel. 

At 1326 G.M. T. DUNEDIN was struck by a torpedo on the starboard side near the seamen P.O’s mess, and 

after a short interval, variously estimated at between 6 and 15 seconds, by a second torpedo which struck on the 

starboard side abreast the Wardroom flat. It has been impossible to ascertain the extent of the damage 

sustained by the hull, as the ship took a list of about 15deg to starboard immediately after the first impact, and 

this list increased to about 35deg within 5 minutes. It was observed, however, that the explosion from the second 

torpedo had torn up the Quarterdeck, dislodged No 6. 6” gun, and blown off the port propeller, the bare shaft of 

which could be seen as DUNEDIN finally turned onto her beam ends.Captain R. S. Lovatt, who was on the 

bridge when the ship was hit, immediately descended to the flag deck to originate a distress message. Chief 

Yeoman Lavington, who survives had tried in vain to ring up the main W/T office from the S. D. O. About a 

couple of minutes later, C. P. O. Tel Grant arrived at the R. C. O, from, it is believed, the main W/T office, and 

was at once ordered to make a distress signal from the R. C. O. on the emergency set. C. P. O. Grant, who died 

later on a raft, said on the day after the sinking that he had sent the message 6 or 7 times. His manner, however, 

showed no confidence that the signals had got through. 



The position of the ship when she was torpedoed was approximately 3deg N., 26deg W. Instructor Lieutenant 

Harcombe who was on duty in the plot died later on a raft. He stated that he had passed the ship’s position to 

the S. D. O., but C. P. O. Grant stated that he transmitted the position as 3deg N. 21deg W. 

Attempts were made to close the upper deck Z hatches and doors, but some of them were found to have been 

buckled by the explosions. 

While the distress signal was being transmitted, Captain Lovatt gave the order to abandon ship and this was 

done. Unfortunately the cutter, which was on the high side, hung up at one end which was finally let go with a 

run. The cutter thereby entered the water an acute angle and possibly sustained damage so that it swamped 

immediately and it is feared that a number of ratings thereby lost their lives. The whalers, which were stowed in 

chocks on deck, were freed and one of them was seen, after DUNEDIN had sunk, in the water in a water-logged 

condition, with a few ratings both inside and outside the boat. The remaining boats, a 25 ft. motor boat and a 14 

ft. dinghy, were freed, but as the ship heeled over to 90deg before sinking, they could hardly have floated off. 

Shortly after DUNEDIN sank, a count was made of the Carley rafts which could be seen, and 7 were 

distinguished all within a radius of about 1 mile. Counting was rendered difficult on account of the swell. One 

of these rafts, which had stepped a flagstaff and flag and which was to leeward of the others, was not sighted 

again, and is presumed to have drifted more rapidly than the rest. In addition to these rafts one Flottanet 

remained in company and was at first supporting 7 men. The rafts were filled to capacity or above, in which 

state they floated submerged to a depth of about 1 foot. Several spars, boxes, etc., were also used by men in the 

water. Captain Lovatt and Lieutenant Commander Sowden were said to have been seen on a large box and spar 

respectively. 

Immediately before DUNEDIN sank, a U-Boat broke surface close to the ship. This U-Boat appeared to be 

large and painted light blue-grey with dark grey camouflage stripes. It was not known whether she took any 

prisoners. 

By this time, DUNEDIN having turned over 90deg capsized and sank about 20 minutes after being struck. There 

were no underwater explosions or disturbances. Large patches of oil came to the surface. 

At some time during the night of 24th, 2 green Very lights were observed, possibly about 8 miles to the 

southward. It was concluded that these were from the U-Boat rendezvousing with a supply ship. Nothing further 

was seen. 

Most of the rafts carried several badly wounded men. The total number of men originally embarked on the 6 

rafts and on the flottanet which remained in company is not accurately known, but a list of names of 145 men 

has been compiled. This is almost certainly incomplete. Some rafts had a jar of water, and one had picked up a 

tin of biscuits from the sea. This tin proved to be impregnated with salt water and the condition of the biscuits 

was therefore poor. The officers explained to the men on their rafts the chances of being picked up, and these at 

first appeared to be good, the expectation being that H. M. S. CANTON known to be operating in the adjacent 

area, would have received the distress signal and would immediately initiate a search. 

The first night on the rafts was fairly comfortable, there being no rain. The swell gave the rafts a considerable 

motion which made it difficult at times to keep on them, but the men got some sleep by huddling together and the 

night did not seem unduly cold. Many of the men were scantily clad and some were naked. Some were without 

lifebelts. Most of the badly wounded cases died during the first night, and a number of uninjured suffered from 

delusions. 

The general policy adopted was to keep the rafts in touch with each other, and, to effect this, they were secured 

by painters at night, casting off during the day time so as to avoid bumping and to give a better chance of being 

picked up. At the beginning most of the rafts had a full equipment of paddles, but even with these, they proved 

very difficult to manoeuvre. The paddles were successfully used as thwarts, in conjunction with spars recovered 

from the sea, but a number of paddles were lost by demented men during the period. 

Sharks were very numerous but gave little trouble. On the other hand, an unknown type of small fish was 

extremely ferocious. They were less than a foot long and blunt nosed, quite unlike barracuda. During the first 

and each successive night many men sustained deep bites from these fish. The bites were clean cut and upwards 



of an inch or more deep, and were mostly in the soles of the feet, although in some cases the fish sprang out of 

the water and bit into the men’s arms. Frequently the bites resulted in severed arteries and many men died from 

this cause. The gratings and nettings of the rafts did not prevent the fish from attacking from inside the rafts. 

On the second day, the men who had been delirious during the night recovered their senses, and biscuits and 

water were issued at intervals to those rafts in touch with those so provided. Later in the afternoon there were 

several showers of rain and at least 2 jugs were refilled with rain water caught n pieces of a sail which had 

been picked up from the sea by one of the rafts. 

The second night was cold and it rained on and off. The men were suffering considerably from exposure and 

general discomfort. A number died from fish bites and several men went quite mad, swimming from raft to raft. 

Some were quarrelsome and gave considerable trouble. 

The third day was mainly dull and the men seemed to be suffering from their experiences of the night. Biscuits 

and water were issued to all rafts within reach of the provisioned rafts. The third night was dry and a little 

warmer, but the exposure was telling on most of the men and a large number died. The delusions from which so 

many were by this time suffering were invariably that they were, in swimming from one raft to another, going to 

their mess decks for a cup of tea, or some such purpose. They appeared to be quite happy in their delusions, and 

drowned very easily and almost without consciousness. 

The fourth day was hot and many suffered from sunburn and possibly sunstroke. About one hour before sunset, 

a steamship was sighted and the rafts were paddled towards her. The ship proved to be S. S. NISHMAHA, of 

Houston, Texas, a freighter owned by Lykes Bros. S. S. Co. Inc., and bound for Philadelphia. The rafts were 

sighted from the ship and three of her lifeboats were lowered to pick up survivors. It is considered that a high 

standard of lookout was being maintained, but for this our rescue would never have been effected. The 

occupants of 6 rafts and one flottanet were rescued by about 2000, local time. These survivors, who numbered 

72, were very feeble and many required surgical and medical attention. Every care and attention was given to 

them by the crew of S. S. NISHMAHA, whose generosity and kindness over a period of 9 ½ days cannot be too 

highly commended. Captain, officers and men ungrudgingly gave up their cabins and bunks. In addition all 

survivors were fitted out with clothes and were daily issued with cigarettes. No doctor was borne, and medical 

supplies soon ran short. Particularly good service in the medical line was given by the Master, Captain O. H. 

Olsen; R. H. Hibbard, and the Chief Engineer G. L. Bresson. Five survivors died as a result of exposure within 

18 hours of being picked up, during which time every effort had been made to revive them. S. S. NISHMAHA 

landed the 67 survivors at Port of Spain, Trinidad, on Sunday, December 7th, 1941.******* I have the honour 

to be, Sir,  Your obedient Servant,  (Signed) A. O. Watson. Lieutenant-Commander 

The above is a report held at National Archives at Kew, doc number ADM 199/2067  Much of this material is 

from the HMS Dunedin website :- http://www.hmsdunedin.co.uk/ 

During the war, the Royal Marines Band Service suffered nearly 10% casualties. The Royal Marine Band 

Service lost 225 killed, which was the highest percentage of any service. When a ship was at "Action Stations", 

they were in the bowels of the ship.  Thus when ships hit mines or were torpedoed , there was seldom time for 

them to evacuate the ship. It is fitting therefore that Royal Marine buglers play "Last Post" at the Cenotaph each 

year. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 60, Column 1. 

Cemetery: PORTSMOUTH NAVAL MEMORIAL 

After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be 

found of commemorating those members of the Royal 

Navy who had no known grave, the majority of deaths 

having occurred at sea where no permanent memorial 

could be provided. An Admiralty committee 

recommended that the three manning ports in Great 

Britain - Chatham, Plymouth and Portsmouth - should 



each have an identical memorial of unmistakable naval form, an obelisk, which would serve as a leading mark 

for shipping. The memorials were designed by Sir Robert Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable 

amount of work for the Commission, with sculpture by Henry Poole. After the Second World War it was 

decided that the naval memorials should be extended to provide space for commemorating the naval dead 

without graves of that war, but since the three sites were dissimilar, a different architectural treatment was 

required for each. The architect for the Second World War extension at Portsmouth was Sir Edward Maufe (who 

also designed the Air Forces memorial at Runnymede) and the additional sculpture was by Charles Wheeler, 

William McMillan, and Esmond Burton. Portsmouth Naval Memorial commemorates almost 10,000 sailors of 

the First World War and almost 15,000 from the Second World War No. of Identified Casualties: 24585 

OTHER MEMORIALS        Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque & dedication of HMS Dunedin Memorial at 
Alrewas  

 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

 

 


